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Jakarta- Indonesia
The first Executive Council of Asian Parliamentary Assembly in 2009 held its meeting on 11-12 August 2009 in Jakarta, the Republic of Indonesia. APA Delegations from Bahrain, Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Laos, Malaysia, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka and Syria participated in this meeting. 

Honorable Mr. H.R. Agung Laksono, President of Asian Parliamentary Assembly and Speaker of the House of Representatives of Indonesia, delivered his opening statement at the beginning of the meeting. He pointed out the significance of APA in strengthening the cooperation and in developing stronger friendship among the Asian nations. H.E. Dr. Nejad Hosseinian, the Secretary-General of APA presented his opening Statement to the Executive Council meeting on the APA activities in 2009. He also presented his proposals on Streamlining the Organization of the Sub-Committee Meetings and the working procedures in the Assembly.

Honorable Mr. Abdillah Toha, Chairman of Committee for Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation of the House of Representatives of Indonesia was elected as the Chairperson and Honorable Dr. Salah Ali Abdulrahman, the Deputy Speaker of the Council of Representatives of Bahrain and Honorable Mr. Try Chheang Huot from the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia were elected as the Vice-Chairperson and the Rapporteur of the Executive Council Meeting.

The meeting adopted its Agenda unanimously, considered and discussed the reports of Sub-Committees Meetings held in 2009,  ways to improve working mechanism of APA and on APA  Financial Regulations,  requests for membership and observer status in APA and made the following decisions: 
1. Reviewed with interest, the request of India and Kazakhstan for full-fledged membership to APA and welcomed it. The Council will refer the request to the Plenary and recommends both Parliaments to attend the next Plenary for final approval.
2. Reviewed the request of the following three Regional Parliamentary Organizations for gaining observer status at APA:
- Arab Inter- Parliamentary Union (AIPU) 
- Parliamentary Union of the OIC States (PUIC) 
- Inter- Parliamentary Assembly⁭ of the Eurasian Economic Community 

The Executive Council considered the request and decided to recommend to the Plenary to grant them observer status.

3. Took note of the draft Financial Regulations (APA/Res/2008/04 dated 29 November 2008) submitted by the Secretary General under paragraph 2 of the Resolution on APA Budget and Expenditure. The Council decided to establish an ad-hoc committee under the chairmanship of Saudi Arabia and including four other countries namely Bahrain, Indonesia, Iran and Syria to examine the draft which is submitted by the Secretary General and make proper amendments and recommendations. This committee is also mandated to study the next year budget and give its assessment to the next Meeting of Executive Council for appropriate recommendations. The committee is expected to submit the report not later than end of November 2009. 
4. Upon the announcement by the delegation of Indonesia, the Executive Council decided to hold the 4th Plenary Session on 7-10 December 2009 in Bandung, Indonesia. 
5. The draft Resolution on the Streamlining of the APA work was considered and referred to the Plenary Session for final approval.
6. The following draft Resolutions were considered and referred to the Plenary for final approval:
· Draft Resolution on Ramification of International Financial Crisis for the Economies of the Countries of APA Member Parliaments

· Draft Resolution on Combating Corruption

· Draft Resolution on Challenges and Opportunities of Globalization in Asia 

· Draft Resolution on Achieving Health Equity in Asia

· Draft Resolution on Protecting and Respecting Cultural Diversity in Asia

· Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia

· Draft Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia

7. The Executive Council expressed appreciation to the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia for the hospitality offered to all participants and for excellent organization of the meeting. It also expressed gratitude to the Indonesian APA delegates, particularly, to the Honorable Mr. Abdillah Toha, Chairperson of the Committee for Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia for the leadership provided to the APA. 
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